BASH THE FASH CD 

ANTI-FAKHT RECOLLECTIONS 1984-91 
K. BULLSTREET 

This is literally a no-punches pulled account of Anti Fascist Action's fight 
against fascism in Britain by a grassroots anarchist member of AF A. It is 
important, not because he makes any pretence at being a leading light but 
because the many small (or not so small) contributions such people make art- 
key to the success that ATA achieved. 

Written with honesty and a sense of liumour, the talc of challenging the 
fascists for control of the streets - and winning - never descends to political 
cliche" or reads like a pools forecast. 

Obviously, a changed political environment requires different tactics from 
the anti-fascist movement, but it's equally clear that, if we don't record our 
recent success (because it is the success of AFA that changed the landscape,) our 
enemies will write us out of history. Here's an insight into the true story. 

"It must be said that the fascists don't have a very good record in the courage 
department. They often like the skinhead haircut, bomber jacket and Doc 
Martens to look hard, but they rarely 'walk the walk'. Of course large groups of 
them like to attack vulnerable targets, but if they expect some opposition they 
are not so brave. At I lyile Park once three coachloads of them (ie 100 - 150) 
jumped oil their buses and came screaming towards 20 AFA comrades who 
stood their ground. As the fascists got nearer some started to lag behind, then 
the leaders slowed to a jog, then a walk, then they just stood at a distance 
shouting abuse until the police arrived. Wankers." 
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Waterloo - Antifascists in action 




Waterloo tZth September 1992. c *sasts and police overwhelmed ly AFA 
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10. Berwick Street, London, 1989 

I Ire fascists had a sympathiser who opened a little shop in Riding House Street 
selling nco-nazi badges, magazines, clothing, etc. During 3n anti-fascist demon- 
stration outside one Saturday morning a Scottish comrade and myself saw one 
of their 'customers' skulking away. We let him get about 100 yards down 
Berwick Street then ambushed him. This was one of several occasions where I 
saw my comrade do his wonderful technique for getting fascists on the floor. It 
was a sort of full speed flying leap where his whole body lands sideways on the 
fascists head/shoulders and knocks them for six. This is followed by a flurry of 
fists and boots leaving the fascist in a very sorry state. 

1 1. Marble Arch, London, 1989 

In 1989 Blood and Honour arranged another large neo-nazi music gig in 
London. They didn't dare publicise the actual vanic partly because it would l>c 
targeted by anti-fascists and partly because they normally booked venues using 
pseudonyms to avoid the management cancelling the gig. So they publicised a 
meeting-point for their followers to be redirected from. In this case it was 
Marble Arch tube station. 

The date coincided with the 3-day DAM National Conference in Wiltshire, 
but a minibus load of us came back to London for the day. It was another one 
of those occasions when most of us were convinced we were going to be massa- 
cred! Everyone knew that Blood and Honour could muster several hundred or 
even a thousand bodies. If it was left to me I would probably have suggested 
that we all go home and have a nice cup of tea. But fortunately the 'movers and 
shakers' within ALA arc more daring than me! After we met Red Action and 
various other anti-fascists we headed down to Marble Arch about 100 strong, 
and considerably more confident And what a success it turned out to be! 

All afternoon fascists arrived in the area. Sometimes on their own, in groups 
and even a coachload. And each time they got kicked to slut! It was brilliant. 
My favourite incident was when three of us 'regulars' and a fellow who at the 
time dressed as a hippy followed a nazi into a back street and battered him until 
he was begging. Afterwards the hippy- looking fellow confided to me that he 



N 



was going to have a haircut and start wearing proper shoes instead of sandals 
because he really enjoyed this anti-fascist stuff! 

A DAM comrade got arrested that day for chucking a rubbish bin through a 
fascist coach window, but luckily got the case dropped because the police are so 
incompetent. Phew. But while he was in the cells 1 phoned his Dad to say lie 
had been arrested, and he gave me a right bollocking ic "Lie always gets in 
trouble when he goes out with you lot, etc. etc." There's gratitude for you! 

Another DAM comrade was also arrested that day. He has as much contempt 
for the British judicial system as for the fascists, so he showed up in court 
wearing shorts and a sleeveless t-shirt which only said "Millwall Away - Nuflf 
Said". Luckily he got off with a fine, which the DAM paid. 

12. Davenent Centre, London, 1990 

AFA organised a public meeting in the heart of the East End, what the fascists 
like to think of as their manor, to 'throw down the gauntlet' to them. My job 
was to scout the area by motorbike looking for any sign of them. About 50 anti- 
fascists were massed inside the Davenent Centre (plus members of the public 
attending the meeting) waiting for them. As I was riding round I did sec a 
group of about 5 lads nearby but didn't think they were fascists so I didn't 
lx>ther telling my comrades back in the Centre. However, soon afterwards a 
small homemade bomb (made from a collection of fireworks probably) was 
thrown over the back wall of the Davenent Centre. Fortunately nobody was 
injured or panicked. AFA stewards gave chase to some lads but didn't catch 
them. In hindsight I realise that the lads 1 saw may have been the ones who 
threw in the bomb, and I should have reported them to my comrades who 
could have checked them out properly. 

13. Norwich, 1990(?) 

This was one of the few events where it was just the DAM doing the business - 
I think Red Action were at a conference or something that weekend. The BNP 
were having an election meeting in a primary school in Norwich as they delight 
in doing in accordance with the Representation of the People Act. 

About 10 of us from the DAM hired a minibus from London plus we met a 
few local DAM members there. ^When we arrived at the school we found a 
smallish demonstration of lefties (SWP etc) huddling behind the police lines. It 
was all a bit pathetic as they chanted in posh voices "Police protect the fascists!" 

We decided to hang about further down the road where we found the car of 
John Tyndall, the leader of the BNP. The tyres were promptly slashed. A while 
later we spotted Tyndall and his minder come out of the school, walk down the 
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